
Return of Daily Mass  

begins Monday, June 15th 

 under the following  conditions...  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Despite the fact that the numbers of COVID-19 cases in our state are currently trending in the 
“wrong direction,” I have to say that I have been very encouraged by the way in which the mem-
bers of our community who feel comfortable in doing so have embraced in-person attendance 
at both the 9:00 and 11:00AM Sunday Masses: submitting to temperature checks when enter-
ing church, willingly wearing their masks/face coverings throughout the duration of the Mass, 
maintaining social/physical distancing and receiving Communion in the hand upon exiting the 
church at the conclusion of Mass rather than at the “regular time” in the Liturgy. 

Likewise those who are livestreaming the 9:00AM Sunday Mass and coming to Father Feeney Hall to receive Holy Communion 
between 9:45 and 10:45AM are also cooperating with our COVID-19 protocols: using their masks when entering and exiting the 
Hall, reverentially approaching the two designated Communion stations for reception in the hand (and the additional station desig-
nated with special disinfection procedures for those preferring to receive on the tongue) and exiting the hall without delay after 
receiving.   

All these precautions, as I have noted, are in place for the good of all: e.g., face masks reduce the chance of spreading the virus 
unwittingly to others – particularly important since estimates tell us that 40-50% of the population may be asymptomatic carriers of 
the coronavirus.  This percentage is also likely to rise due to numbers of people now ignoring social distancing – whether as a 
result of the relaxation of the Governor’s stay-at-home order or participation in peaceful protests for societal change.  So, each one 
of us will have to continue to exercise abundant caution. 

In light of the cooperative spirit of our community working for the good of all during this time of pandemic – and, following extensive 
study of available data regarding the virus on an ongoing basis, consultation with others and personal reflection, I am happy to 
announce that Saint Theresa Parish will begin offering public access to the 6:30AM “Daily Mass” Monday through Fri-
day (and 8:00AM on Saturday) beginning Monday 15 June under the following conditions : 

 Access to the church will begin at 6:15AM Monday – Friday and at 7:45AM on Saturday (in non-pandemic times, many 
have been accustomed to arriving at church much earlier for prayer: this will not be possible due to our COVID-19 protocols) 

 Entry into and exit from the church will be through the WEST DOOR ONLY – all other entrances will be locked and used 
only as emergency exits.   

 All attendees will be required to wear a mask or face covering for the duration of the Mass. 

 Those entering the church will physically sign in for contact tracing purposes (this “sign-in” takes place electronically for 
Sunday Mass when reservations are made for that Mass)  

 After signing in and disinfecting their hands, Mass-goers will undergo temperature screening by a parish staff mem-
ber using a non-contact forehead thermometer (as is the practice for our two Sunday Masses) 

 All will maintain social distancing in the designated seating areas (members of the same family are exempted from 
this requirement, as they are at Sunday Mass) 

 Holy Communion will be distributed after the conclusion of Mass just outside the church as communicants exit via 
the West Door (this will allow for physical distancing and adequate air circulation).  COMMUNION WILL BE DISTRIBUTED 
IN THE HAND ONLY (as is the practice at the 11:00AM Sunday Mass) so that exiting the church while maintaining 
social distancing will not be delayed and so that at-risk presiders and communion ministers as well as other communicants 
are not placed in danger of accidental salivary transmission of the virus.  (It will not be possible to provide a dedicated com-
munion station for lingual recipients of Holy Communion staffed by a minister who is not at-risk and who can disinfect before 
and after each communicant wishing to receive on the tongue at daily Mass). 

Please note that recent studies indicate that Arizona is now #1 in the nation for increasing numbers of COVID-19 cases 
per capita.  We are doing our best to ensure the safety of our parishioners by regularly disinfecting the church and en-
forcing the above guidelines, but remember that those who choose to attend any public Mass do so at their own risk.  

Please continue to pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance on those in the scientific and medical communities who are working diligent-
ly to control the coronavirus and bring an end to COVID-19 around the world.  God willing, we will be able to continue offering our 
two Sunday Masses (with distribution of Holy Communion in Fr. Feeney Hall following the livestreamed 9AM Mass) as well as our 
Daily Masses according to the above guidelines for the foreseeable future. 

Thank you once again for your understanding and your cooperation with our COVID-19 protocols. 


