
My Brothers and Sisters, 
 

As we face the challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic and the many lifestyle changes necessitated by 

our efforts to remain safe and healthy, we face something unprecedented in our lifetime.  Dealing 

with something that is unseen and about which much is still unknown is, frankly, frightening for 

many.  As Catholic Christians, though, we are given the gift of a unique perspective: we are not “in 

this alone” (despite the hygienic need for “social distancing”).  We have one another, as we are 

the Body of Christ – a community of faith bonded by something far deeper than merely being able 

socialize.  Most importantly, though, we are not in this alone – since God is with us.   
 

Christians have a long history of two millennia of facing challenges together: wars, insurrections, 

plagues, famines – you name it, disciples of Jesus have faced it, weathered it, been faithful 

through it and have grown stronger as a result of it.  The current pandemic isn't the first time we 

as a Church have been called to do all that we can in order to safeguard our sisters and brothers 

(particularly the elderly, the very young and the vulnerable).  As we have during other times of 

challenge throughout history, we adapt as necessary to living with COVID-19 in our world - a 

situation that can change day-by-day.  The Evangelist St. Luke, who himself was a physician, 

records Jesus as stating: "Fear is useless; what is needed is trust" (Luke 8:50) when a synagogue 

official begged Jesus to heal his twelve year-old daughter, who was deathly ill. 

  

Fear IS useless - what is needed IS trust.  Trust in Christ, the Divine Physician.  Trust that God 

indeed works all things together for the good of those who love God (see Romans 8:28).   
  

So, as we suspend regular classes in school and launch into the adventure of "distance learning" for 

our students, exercise common-sense practices like regularly washing our hands, work out the 

details of childcare, unexpectedly "fast" from our traditional Fish Fry and Stations of the Cross 

during the Fridays of Lent, adapt to changes in the Mass like foregoing the Sign of Peace and clear 

the parish schedule of non-sacramental gatherings and meetings... we do so confident in the fact 

that nothing - not even COVID-19 - will separate us from the love of God that comes to us in Christ 

Jesus our Lord (see Romans 8:38-39). 

  

We don't know how long the COVID-19 precautions will last (nor do we know what additional 

precautions might become necessary), but let's remember that we are in this together, for the 

good of one another.  Let's pray for one another, remembering that God is with us and will guide us 

forward day by day.  As we move through these challenging times together, may we do so with 

trust rather than fear... and with the conviction that when Christians face challenges together, 

inevitably our faith and our bonds of community only become stronger.   
  

Know that I am here for you as your Pastor; united with you in prayer.  Do not hesitate to let me or 

Fr. Joachim know if we can help you in any way. 

  

Peace, health and hope in Christ, 

  

 

Rev. Charles G. Kieffer 

Pastor        

 


