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 My Brothers and Sisters, 
On this Third Sunday of Advent, we light the rose-colored candles of the Advent wreath to recognize the fact 
that the Lord is coming in glory at the end of time… and we are now one week closer to his return than we 
were last Sunday. The rose color is to symbolize the Church’s joy at increased “nearness” of the Lord – in 
fact, this Sunday is traditionally referred to as Gaudete Sunday (“Gaudete,” the Latin word for “Rejoice,” is 
the first word of the entrance antiphon of today’s Mass: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near”). 
 

We are still in that first section of Advent – until December 17th – that focuses us on preparing for the Second 
Coming of Christ at the end of time, when he will return in glory and majesty at a time we least expect.  
Therefore, as we were reminded on the First Sunday of Advent, we are called to “stay awake;” living our 
lives in a state of preparedness to meet the Lord when he comes in glory.  If we are prepared, and we are 
found living lives pleasing to God when Christ returns at the end of time (or, when we are called into to 
meet the Lord at the end of our earthly lives), there is no reason to fear.  We will be able to “stand erect 
with our heads held high” to joyfully greet the Lord at his coming. 
 

It’s no coincidence that the readings selected by the Church for this first part of Advent are peppered with 
various admonitions about how we can love in order to ensure our preparedness to meet the Lord, no mat-
ter when that might be.  Most of these admonitions in the Advent scriptures are subtle reminders of what 
we already know about living a life of discipleship, but they serve to “tickle our consciences” in case we’ve 
become rusty or have lost sight of a particular basic Christian trait that should be a regular part of any disci-
ple’s life.  These traits are not “rocket science;” there’s nothing particularly complicated about living them 
out in our day-to-day lives – however, because they are some very basic Christian attributes we can easily 
lose sight of their importance as foundation stones in building a vibrant Christian discipleship.  The type of 
discipleship by which we can be confidently prepared to greet the Lord when he comes! 
 

Last Sunday, in our reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (15:4-9), we heard how Paul – addressing a 
community where there was lots of tension between Christian converts from Judaism and Gentiles who had 
become Christian – urges the members of that community to “Welcome one another, then, as Christ wel-
comed you” and he prays “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in harmony 
with one another....”  These are fairly basic Christian concepts: welcoming one another – even (and espe-
cially) those different than ourselves – and making an effort to think in harmony with one another in the 
Christian community.  Yet, how easy it is for us to let these attributes rust from lack of use.  
 

St. James, in our second reading (Jas. 5:7-10) for this Third Sunday of Advent, offers another pithy but basic 
admonition when he reminds us to “be patient” and to “make your hearts firm, because the coming of the 
Lord is at hand.”  James goes on to say: “Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one another that you 
may not be judged.  Behold, the Judge is standing before the gates.” 
 

Be people of welcome and hospitality; avoid stubbornness and make an effort to think in harmony with one 
another; be patient and “firm hearted” in faith; quit complaining about one another and gossiping.  Simple 
concepts?  Yes.  Easy to put into everyday practice?  Maybe not… “easier said than done.”  But with God’s 
help, all things are possible! 
                    Advent grace and joy, 
 
 
          
                    Rev. Charles G. Kieffer 
                    Pastor 



 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

PARISH NEWS  

Christmas Flowers 
To help cover the cost of flowers 
for Christmas, donations are grate-
fully appreciated. If you wish, you 
may give in memory or in hon-
or  of your loved one(s). Please 
PRINT the name of the person 
to be remembered on an envelope 

marked "Christmas Flowers" or use the envelope pro-
vided with your offering envelopes. You can also make 
these donations with your WeShare online giving or as 
a one-time donation by going to https://
sttheresaphx.churchgiving.com/cflowers. All remem-
bered names will be inserted in a special Christmas bul-
letin. The submission deadline for ALL names is TO-
DAY, December 15th!!!  

Priests around the country have reported a scam 
in which parishioners have received text messag-
es and e-mails supposedly from their priest, ask-
ing the parishioner for emergency help – usually 
in the form of purchasing gift cards – and then 
signing off with the priest’s name. This is a scam – 
do not fall for it! Your priests at St. Theresa do 
not send texts of this sort – if you receive such a 
text, please copy the text and forward it to 
“SPAM” (7726) free of charge to file a complaint. 

 

Firewood Sales: St. Theresa Parish Boy 
Scout Troop 147 has collected and split fire-
wood and can deliver it to your home. $125/
half truckload, $250/full truckload. Please 
contact Rose Cheke @ 602-625-4959 to 
place your order. 

Many Hands Make  
Light Work!   

Christmas is fast approaching, 
and we need about 20 people to 
decorate the Church and Fr. 
Feeney Hall next Saturday, De-
cember 21st, starting at 9AM. 
(We’ll especially need some 
hearty individuals to help with the 

ladder work.) Visit our parish website for a link to get 
more information and sign up online. All ages are wel-
come, and service hours will be verified upon re-
quest. A pizza lunch will be provided, and you’re also 
welcome to bring a “holiday favorite” to share if you 
like… so let your holiday spirit shine and come join us!  

 

Spring 2020 Adult Confirmation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you a practicing Catholic over age 19  

who somewhere along the way, missed  
celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation? 

Start the new year off by growing in faith and personal 
spirituality. Adult Confirmation preparation sessions 
will be offered starting Sunday, January 26th after the 
11AM Liturgy at noon in the Convent Upper Room. 
Sessions normally run one hour. Candidates completing 
the 6 week preparation period will Celebrate Confirma-
tion at the Easter Vigil. All participants must be regis-
tered members at St. Theresa Parish and provide a copy 
of their Baptism Certificate with registration form. Reg-
istration forms are available in the Parish Office or on-
line at www.sttheresaphx.org and may be returned to 
RCIA mailbox in the Parish Office. We look forward to 
journeying in faith with you. Questions? Please email 
pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org. 

2019 Parish Year-End Giving From a Traditional IRA 
There is an excellent charitable giving option that St. Theresa Parish families have used for their annual tithing 
to the Parish. If you are 70 ½ or older and must take required minimum distributions from a traditional IRA, a 
qualified charitable distribution (or QCD transfers) from your IRA allows you to support St. Theresa Parish or 
the St. Theresa Parish Perpetual Endowment Fund without recognizing the income or paying any income tax. 
Please contact your accountant or Cheryl Lienau in the Parish Office if you want to explore this gifting option. 
Thank you for your ongoing generosity and support of St. Theresa Parish and the many ministries that serve 
our parish community and beyond. 

https://sttheresaphx.churchgiving.com/cflowers
https://sttheresaphx.churchgiving.com/cflowers
mailto:pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org
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Families For Caring 
Important Dates and  

Volunteer Opportunities 
There is still time to pick an orna-
ment and buy a gift to help make 
Christmas brighter for the less 
fortunate. Please bring all un-
wrapped gifts back to the church 
by TODAY, December 15th. 
Please bring all gift cards to the 
Parish Office (after hours you can 

drop gift cards in the drop box outside of the office) by 
TODAY, December 15th. In addition to providing 
gifts, volunteers are needed to help with wrapping and 
delivering the gifts. Please mark your calendar and join 
us for the following:  

Wrapping Party:  
Saturday, December 21st from 9AM-1PM in 
the Msgr. McMahon Gym - All our welcome! Bring 
the whole family and celebrate the spirit of giving to-
gether.  

Gift Deliveries:  
Sunday, December 22nd after morning mass. Any time 
you can donate to either wrapping or gift deliveries is 
greatly appreciated! This is also a great opportunity for 
students that need service hours. Please contact Anne 
Vogel at 602-315-0130 with any questions. 

 

St. Theresa Parish is pleased to 
provide you with a free sub-
scription to FORMED.ORG; 
the best Catholic content, all in 
one place. Entertaining mov-

ies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks, and a great 
selection of popular ebooks - all just a click away! 

Want to create a new FORMED account? 
1. Visit formed.org 
2. Click “Sign Up” 
3. Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organization”  
4. Find your parish by zip code - "85018"  
5. Enter your email - and you’re in! 
 

PASTORAL CARE  
 

The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets 
the last Tuesday of each month. Our next 
meeting will be on Tuesday, December 
31st at Panera Bread (7145 East Indian 
School Road) in Scottsdale at 4PM. If 
you are caring for someone with Alzhei-

mer’s or dementia and need the support of others please 
come by and see if this is the group for you. 

Pray For Those... 
Who Are Sick: Joe Northrop 

Who Have Died: Margie Hubbard 

Pastoral Care wishes to thank all those  
who have generously given Poinsettia Plants  

for our homebound - we have exceeded our goal! 
May you be blessed a hundred fold  

for your kindness and support.   
 

Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament  

Every Thursday in the  
Convent Chapel  9AM–7PM 
Advent Family Adoration 

 7-7:30PM  
(December 5, 12 & 19)

Pastoral Care is in need of Extra-Ordinary Ministers 
of the Eucharist (EMs) to serve on  

Tuesday mornings at The Gardens of Scottsdale.  
If you are a TRAINED homebound EM  
and are interested in serving in this way,  

please contact Maureen Schaaf at 
mschaaf@stphx.org or 602-840-0850 ext. 113.   

Parishioners who are sick, or homebound, 
please call Maureen Schaaf @ 602-586-
7429 to request Holy Communion. Ap-
pointments may also be scheduled for Con-
fession and Anointing of the Sick.   

http://FORMED.ORG
http://formed.org
mailto:mschaaf@stphx.org
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SCHOOL NEWS  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIOCESAN NEWS  
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  “Behold, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare 
your way before you.” Strengthen, renew, and rekindle 
your marriage sacrament by attending a Marriage En-
counter Weekend January 25th-26th in Phoenix or 
March 21st-22nd in Tucson. To apply online, and for 
more weekend dates visit www.wwmearizona.com. 

Give the Gift of Camp To Your 
Loved Ones This Christmas! 

St. Joseph’s Youth Camp, located 
23 miles SE of Flagstaff at Mormon 
Lake, is offering week long pro-
grams with a $50 discount for Ages 
8-15 and a chance to win a FREE 

WEEK if you register by December 30th. Print out our 
Camper Brochure on our home page for more info at 
www.SJYCAZ.com. Programs include: Horseback 
Riding, Kayaking, Archery, Hiking, Campfire and Tel-
escope nights, Shelter Building, Food, Lodging, Trans-
portation from Chandler and more! Counselors can earn 
community service hours during the Summer sessions. 
Questions can be emailed to admin@SJYCAZ.com.  

Mass for the Homebound  
With the hope of bringing 
comfort to family members 
who are homebound or hospi-
talized, the Diocese of Phoenix 
broadcasts the Catholic Mass 
each Sunday at 9AM on 

AZTV channel 7 and at www.youtube.com/user/
PhoenixDiocese. Please invite your loved ones who 
are unable to attend church to join us for spiritual nour-
ishment. May God bless you.  

http://www.SJYCAZ.com
mailto:admin@SJYCAZ.com
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Sunday   
9:00AM   RCIA (Convent Upper Rm) 
10:15AM  RCIC (Club Rm) 
10:30AM  RE Classes (Fr. Feeney Hall) 
1:00PM   Infant Baptisms (Church) 
6:00PM   Life Teen (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym) 
Monday  
5:30PM   Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
6:00PM   Edge (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym) 
Tuesday 
4:00PM   SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm) 
7:00PM   Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm) 
Wednesday 
9:30AM   Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel) 
4:00PM   Life Teen (Life Teen Rm) 
5:00PM   Reconciliation (Church) 
6:00PM   Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
6:30PM   Rosary (Convent Chapel) 
Thursday 
9:00AM   Adoration (Convent Chapel) 
7:00PM   Family Adoration (Convent Chapel) 
   Praise & Worship (Church) 
Friday  
6:30PM   Communion & Liberation Group 
   (Convent Upper Rm) 
Saturday 
9:00AM   Art & Environment Church Decorating 

 (Church) 
   Families For Caring Wrapping Party 

 (Msgr. McMahon Gym) 
   Reconciliation (Church) 
8:00PM   Al Anon (Classroom 16)    
   Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17) 

~  Readings  ~   
Week of  December 15, 2019 

Sunday Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 5:7-10; 
Mt 11:2-11 
Monday Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9; 
Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1
-17 
Wednesday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-
25 
Thursday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 
Lk 1:5-25 
Friday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 
20-21; Lk 1:39-45 

Mass Intentions & Celebrants 
(DECEMBER 16TH-DECEMBER 22ND) 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16TH 
6:30AM SHANNON MARIE FISHER, SP. INT.-FR. CHUCK 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
6:30AM   +ROSA FAVOR SO - FR. JOACHIM 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 
6:30AM  +MANUEL C. MONTERO - FR. CHUCK 

8:30AM SHANNON MARIE FISHER, SP. INT.-FR. JOACHIM 
 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19TH 

6:30AM  +VICTORIA DAVIDSON - FR. CHUCK 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20TH 

6:30AM SHANNON MARIE FISHER, SP. INT.-FR. CHUCK 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST  

8:00AM  +WALT TAMASAUCKAS - FR. CHUCK 
4:00PM  FOR THE PARISHIONERS - FR. PAUL 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22ND 
7:30AM  +DAVID CALCHERA - FR. JOACHIM 

9:00AM  +MARGIE HUBBARD - FR. CHUCK 
11:00AM  MARY & GARY GAUGLER, SPECIAL INT.  

- FR. CHUCK 
5:00PM  JOE NORTHROP, SPECIAL INT. - FR. JOACHIM 

The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass  
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 


