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My Brothers and Sisters, 
 

I am very happy to inform you that - this afternoon - Bishop Olmsted appointed Fr. John Parks as 

the Fifth Pastor of St. Theresa Parish.  His appointment takes effect July 1st 2020.       
 

Many of you know Fr. Parks, as he is a “native son” of the parish, having been born in Phoenix and 

growing up as a St. Theresa parishioner, the fifth of six children in his family (his mother Margie 

has been a St. Theresa parishioner since 1975).  Fr. Parks attended St. Theresa Catholic School 

from Kindergarten through Grade 8 – he was a member of the STCS Class of 1996 and a Brophy 

graduate of the Class of 2000.  He went on to Arizona State University where earned a Bachelor of 

Arts in Theater, then attended St. Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology in Indiana where he 

received a Master of Divinity as well as a Master of Arts in Catholic Thought and Life.  Bishop 

Olmsted ordained him a priest of the Diocese of Phoenix in 2010.  During the course of the past ten 

years, Fr. Parks has served as Parochial Vicar of St. Daniel the Prophet Parish in Scottsdale, St. 

Timothy Parish in Mesa and Chaplain of Notre Dame Preparatory.  While serving at Notre Dame 

Prep, Fr. Parks completed a Master of Educational Leadership from Northern Arizona University. 
 

Currently Fr. Parks serves as Vicar for Evangelization for the Diocese of Phoenix, providing counsel, 

advice and assistance to Bishop Olmsted in the Church’s mission of evangelization while overseeing 

the Diocesan Division of Evangelization.  Fr. Parks is also a frequent speaker at Steubenville Youth 

Conferences and is a contributor to catholicbreakfast.com, an online apostolate which seeks to 

engage and re-engage millennial Catholics. 
 

I can’t think of a more qualified priest to shepherd our community forward as our parish and school 

continues to grow in its mission of discipleship and outreach, striving to be the “field hospital” that 

our Holy Father Pope Francis calls the Church to be – particularly in these troubled times.  Fr. Parks 

is an enthusiastic preacher of the Word of God, is a man committed to personal holiness and is a 

great champion of Catholic education.  I’ve been blest to know Fr. Parks for most of his life (he 

was in 3rd grade in our parish school when I arrived as Pastor in 1991); now it is truly a joy to 

welcome him as my successor and offer him my pledge of support and prayers.  I’m grateful for 

Bishop Olmsted’s prayerful discernment in choosing Fr. John Parks as the next pastor of this 

wonderful community and I am confident that he will be a tremendous blessing to our parish and 

school.  While he will give up his Vicar of Evangelization role to serve as fulltime Pastor of St. 

Theresa Parish and School, Fr. Parks will provide some assistance to the Vicar for Priests Office in 

the areas of evangelization mentoring and in the ongoing formation for clergy.     
 

May our loving God fill Fr. Parks with blessing and lead us with joy through this time of transition!         
 

         Peace and good health in Christ, 

 
         Rev. Charles G. Kieffer 

         Pastor 


