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 My Brothers and Sisters, 
 

We begin a new Liturgical Year this weekend as we celebrate the First Sunday of Advent. In this 
coming Year of Grace, we will celebrate anew the “whole mystery of Christ, from his incarna-
tion until the day of Pentecost and the expectation of his coming again” (from the General 
Norms of the Liturgical Year and Calendar, § 17).  For you liturgy buffs, this means that we start 
“Cycle A” Sunday readings again, having brought “Cycle C” to a conclusion with yesterday’s 
(Saturday’s) morning Mass readings. The three Sunday cycles of the Lectionary, each a year 
long, allow Catholics to cover an extraordinary (and fairly complete) overview of the Bible in 
the course of a three-year period by simply showing up – and of course participating – in Sunday 
and holy day Masses. Add the two year cycle of weekday Mass readings to that, and one has a 
practically exhaustive look at both the Old and New Testaments. And who said Catholicism isn’t 
a Bible-based religion? That’s simply not true! 
 

But back to Advent… as you may know, the Season of Advent actually comprises of two 
“movements” of preparation for Christ’s coming. The liturgical prayer and readings for first part 
of Advent, from now through December 16th, focus our attention on being prepared for the 
coming of Christ in glory at the end of time. We will hear references to our need as Christ’s dis-
ciples to live in a state of preparedness to meet the Lord when he comes in glory, for “we know 
not the day or time.” Then, from December 17th through the morning of the 24th, our attention 
turns to preparing our hearts to celebrate the coming of Christ in history. In these final days of 
Advent, we listen to the stories in scripture of those events leading up to the birth of Christ; our 
liturgy helps us to get set to celebrate Christmas as brothers and sisters of the God who became 
incarnate in Jesus Christ.            
 

How best can we make use of Advent as a time of spiritual growth and joyful expectation for 
the coming of the Lord? It’s challenging, especially with all the heightened social obligations and 
our culture’s emphasis on materialism at this time of year. Perhaps a reasonable place to start 
would be to try to make a little extra time to slow down and have some quiet time (as counter-
cultural as this might seem!). Enjoy the periods of silence during Mass, take time to just bask in 
God’s presence and love in quiet moments that we make in our day. This sort of centering and 
quieting can really make a difference and add a sense of calm to our hectic lives! 
 

As we begin this new Year of Grace, we ask the Holy Spirit to guide us in drawing closer to 
Christ, who is our light and our life! 
 

                   Advent blessings and peace, 
 
 
 
                   Rev. Charles G. Kieffer 
                   Pastor 
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PARISH NEWS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50th Anniversary of the  
Diocese of Phoenix  

Monday, December 2nd  
7:00-9:00PM at Comerica Theatre 

Doors will open at 5:30PM for pre-Mass celebrations; 
everyone is asked to be in their seats by 6:30PM.   

Parishioners are invited to join in this Diocesan-
wide Mass to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix. It will be 
FREE to attend, but tickets are required. We still 
have a few tickets available so if you would like one 
come by the Parish Office tomorrow morning 
(Parish Office opens at 9AM) and see Shannon.     

 

Christmas Flowers 
To help cover the cost of flowers for 
Christmas, donations are gratefully 
appreciated. If you wish, you may 
give in memory or in honor  of your 
loved one(s). Please PRINT the name 
of the person to be remembered on an 
envelope marked "Christmas Flow-

ers" or use the envelope provided with your offering 
envelopes. You can also make these donations with 
your WeShare online giving or as a one-time donation 
by going to https://sttheresaphx.churchgiving.com/
cflowers. All remembered names will be inserted in a 
special Christmas bulletin. The submission deadline for 
ALL names will be on Sunday, December 15th!!!  

Many Hands  
Make Light Work!   

Christmas is fast approach-
ing, and we need about 20 
people to decorate the Church 
and Fr. Feeney Hall on Satur-
day, December 21st, starting 
at 9:00AM. (We’ll especially 

need some hearty individuals to help with the ladder 
work.) Visit our parish website for a link to get more 
information and sign up online. All ages are welcome, 
and service hours will be verified upon request. A pizza 
lunch will be provided, and you’re also welcome to 
bring a “holiday favorite” to share if you like… so let 
your holiday spirit shine and come join us!  

 

Firewood Sales: Boy Scout Troop 147 
has collected and split firewood and can 
deliver it to your home. $125/half truck-
load, $250/full truckload. Visit the table in 
the Church Ramada today after Mass or 
contact Rose Cheke @ 602-625-4959 to 
place your order. 

The Solemnity of the  
Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
Monday, December 9  
6:30AM Daily Mass 

 December 8 is a Sunday this year, 
and the Church will instead cele-
brate the Second Sunday of Advent 
that day.  But because of the im-

portance of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, both in the global Church and as the patronal feast 
of our nation, its celebration has been moved to Mon-
day, December 9.  (It is also not a holy day of obligation 
this year because of this change.) Those wishing to cele-
brate the Immaculate Conception are invited to join us 
at our regular 6:30AM daily Mass. 
 

Knights Corner:  To join the St. There-
sa Parish  Knights of Columbus Council 
13497 please visit https://www.kofc.org/
un/joinus/en/index.html.  
Do More, Be More! As Catholic men, we are called 
to do more. The Knights can help you answer that call. 
Your membership connects you with opportunities to 
make an impact in your community and gives you ac-
cess to resources to help you grow deeper in faith and 
stay informed about the issues Catholics care about. 
You'll also have exclusive access insurance and finan-
cial planning products to help you protect your family. 

Congratulations to the following  
St. Theresa Parish  

Troop #147 Boy Scouts  
who will be honored next weekend for 
their Eagle Scout Rank Achievement!  

 

Patrick Cheke, Aidan Hinz  
& Dan Schueler 

https://sttheresaphx.churchgiving.com/cflowers
https://sttheresaphx.churchgiving.com/cflowers
https://www.kofc.org/un/joinus/en/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/joinus/en/index.html
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Families For Caring 
The holidays are upon us and in the 
spirit of giving a Christmas tree 
will once again be up in the vesti-
bule of our church filled with orna-
ments. Each ornament represents a 
gift to purchase for someone less 
fortunate than ourselves. Our goal 
is to help children and families en-
joy the tradition of receiving gifts 

this Christmas season. The agencies you will support by 
picking an ornament and buying a gift this year include: 
 - Residents of Verde Villas apartments across the street 
on Thomas Road through Catholic Charities.  

- Refugee children new to AZ through Catholic Charities.  
- Missionary Sisters (St. Teresa of Calcutta’s religious 
order) *Gift of Mary Shelter *12 families who live in 
the South Phoenix neighborhood whom the Sisters 
identify as deserving and in need.   
- Our St Vincent de Paul parish conference (families in 
our neighborhood) 
It is so beautiful to see parishioners give with grateful 
hearts to ensure our neighbors have a Merry Christmas 
through this outreach program. Thank you! Questions: 
Anne Vogel 602-315-0130.  
 

Spring 2020 Adult Confirmation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you a practicing Catholic over age 19  

who somewhere along the way, missed  
celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation? 

Start the new year off by growing in faith and personal 
spirituality. Adult Confirmation preparation sessions 
will be offered starting Sunday, January 26th after the 
11AM Liturgy at noon in the Convent Upper Room. 
Sessions normally run one hour. Candidates completing 
the 6 week preparation period will Celebrate Confirma-
tion at the Easter Vigil. All participants must be regis-
tered members at St. Theresa Parish and provide a copy 
of their Baptism Certificate with registration form. Reg-
istration forms are available in the Parish Office or on-
line at www.sttheresaphx.org and may be returned to 
RCIA mailbox in the Parish Office. We look forward to 
journeying in faith with you. Questions? pdpet-
tit@sttheresaphx.org 

Pray For Those... 
Who Have Died: Robert O’Connor  

& Baby Melody Mae Marshall 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Theresa Parish is pleased to provide you with a free 
subscription to FORMED.ORG; the best Catholic 
content, all in one place. Entertaining movies, enlighten-
ing programs, inspiring talks, and a great selection of 
popular ebooks - all just a click away! 

Want to create a new FORMED account? 
1. Visit formed.org 
2. Click “Sign Up” 
3. Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organization”  
4. Find your parish by zip code - "85018"  
5. Enter your email - and you’re in! 

 

TO JESUS THROUGH MARY 
Join St. Theresa parishioners as we 
consecrate ourselves to the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary after completing 
Fr. Michael Gailtey’s “33 Days to 
Morning Glory.” If you have pre-
viously consecrated yourself to 
Mary, please join us to renew your 
consecration on her very special day.   

December 12, 2019 -  
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

(Patroness of the Diocese of Phoenix)  
6:30AM Daily Mass in the Church 

Special Consecration Holy Cards will be given to each 
participant. If you have completed “33 Days to Morn-
ing Glory” or any other retreat/program (i.e. Sodali-
ty or Legion of Mary) that included your consecration 
to Our Blessed Mother, you are invited to join us in this 
special blessing. Questions? Please leave a message at 
602-840-2728 and Catherine will return your call.   

mailto:pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org
mailto:pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org
http://FORMED.ORG
http://formed.org
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PASTORAL CARE  
 

The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets 
the last Tuesday of each month. The next 
meeting is Tuesday, December 31st at 
Panera Bread (7145 E. Indian School Rd.) 
at 4PM in the Parish Conference Room. If 

you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or de-
mentia and need the support of others please come by 
and see if this is the group for you. 

 

St. Theresa Parish has played 
its last game of BUNCO. We 
wish to thank Patti Iannucci 
for her many years of service 
with this ministry.   
 

Pastoral Care is in need of Extra-Ordinary Ministers 
of the Eucharist (EMs) to serve on  

Tuesday mornings at The Gardens of Scottsdale.  
If you are a TRAINED homebound EM  
and are interested in serving in this way,  

please contact Maureen Schaaf at 
mschaaf@stphx.org or 602-840-0850 x 113.   

Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament  

Every Thursday  
in the Convent Chapel   

9:00AM – 7:00PM 
Advent Family-Time Adoration 

 7-7:30PM (December 5, 12 & 19) 
 

Poinsettia Plants  
For Our Homebound. 

Pastoral Care is in need of 20 poinsettia 
plants. If you are able to help please 
bring a poinsettia to the Parish Office 
by Monday, December 16th.  
 

There is no Senior Luncheon in January. 
Please enjoy the holidays and we will see 
you on Wednesday, 5th February 2020.  

SCHOOL NEWS  
 

Candy For The Troops – Over 900lbs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Parents, Parishioners and Students! The 
Candy for the Troops collection resulted in over 900 
pounds of candy and sweets to go directly to our mil-
itary service men and women. The Candy collected will 
go directly to military bases across Arizona, New Mexi-
co and West Texas and will be handed out by the Red 
Cross directly to our nation's soldiers. With your help 
we have brought a smile to hundreds of faces. Many 
thanks from the Candy for the Troops Team. 
 

DIOCESAN NEWS  
 

“Tears Speak… But Spirits Soar” is a support 
group for women who have lost a child, or children, to 
abortion and wish to heal the pain of that loss. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 10th at 
7PM at Mount Claret. For a confidential discussion, call 
Holy Spirit Parish at 480-838-7474 and ask for Patty. 

Parishioners who are sick, or homebound, 
please call Maureen Schaaf @ 602-586-
7429 to request Holy Communion. Ap-
pointments may also be scheduled for Con-
fession and Anointing of the Sick.   

mailto:mschaaf@stphx.org
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Sunday   
10:15AM  RCIC (Club Rm) 
Monday  
5:30PM   Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
6:00PM   Edge (Life Rm/McMahon Gym) 
7:00PM   Knights of Columbus (Convent Upper Rm) 
Tuesday 
4:00PM   SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm) 
6:00PM   Cub Scout Pack 147 Planning (PJP Rm) 
7:00PM   Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm) 
Wednesday 
9:30AM   Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel) 
11:30AM  Senior Luncheon (Fr. Feeney Hall) 
4:00PM   Life Teen (Life Teen Rm) 
5:00PM   Reconciliation (Church) 
6:00PM   Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
6:30PM   Rosary (Convent Chapel) 
Thursday 
9:00AM   Adoration (Convent Chapel) 
7:00PM   Family Adoration (Convent Chapel) 
   Infant Baptism Orientation  
   (Parish Conference Rm) 
   Kevin Saunders Bible Study  
   (Fr. Feeney Hall) 
   Praise & Worship (Church) 
Friday  
6:30PM   Communion & Liberation Group 
   (Convent Upper Rm) 
Saturday 
9:00AM   Reconciliation (Church) 
8:00PM   Al Anon (Classroom 16)    
   Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17) 

~  Readings  ~   
Week of  December 1, 2019 

Sunday Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:11-
14; Mt 24:37-44 
Monday Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 8:5-
11 
Tuesday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mt 15:29-
37 
Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 
7:21, 24-27 
Friday Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt 
9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9; 
Mt 3:1-12 

Mass Intentions & Celebrants 
(DECEMBER 2ND-DECEMBER 8TH) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2ND 

6:30AM  +JOSEPH M. KRIMPLE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 

6:30AM   MARY LETSON, SPECIAL INT. 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH 

6:30AM  +HAMILTON VAZ 
8:30AM  ST. THERESA SCHOOL STAFF, SPECIAL INT. 

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 
6:30AM  +HAROLD GIESLER 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH 

6:30AM +DELORES GEAN MCENTEE 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH  

8:00AM  MASS OF THANKSGIVING, SPECIAL INT. 
4:00PM  FOR THE PARISHIONERS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 
7:30AM  JACKIE LONGO, SPECIAL INT. 

9:00AM  +LARRY ROLLINS 
11:00AM  +RITA MCBRIDE 

5:00PM  +GARY SMITH 
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass  

IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 


